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Linke	  Hochschultage	  (Leftist	  University	  Days)	  II:	  Go	  all	  out!	  	  
Forms	  of	  exploitation,	  expressions	  of	  resistance.	  	  

 

Exploitation and suppression are bitter reality for the majority of the people. We read about it in 
studies, we write about it in our seminar papers and experience it ourselves everyday anew: 
precarization, sexism and forms of secondary exploitation such as housing shortage are part of our 
everyday lives. But way too often, the analysis only scratches on the surface. Systemic reasons remain 
hidden, correlations stay overlooked and too many questions are left unanswered. Our aim is to change 
this and go all out! At the Linke Hochschultage II we will analyse different forms of exploitation und 
power relationships, discuss further questions and search for a joint expression of resistance.  

 

Class exploitaion, racism, neo-colonialism, exploitation of nature and sexism  

We still live in a world where the capitalist mode of production dominates the economic 
circumstances. Workers produce unprecedented wealth but receive a fractional amount of it. Stock 
holders and property owners rake in the profits. When speculators and gamblers boost the renting 
prices, class exploitation becomes visible in its secondary form. What are the consequences of the 
capitalist mode of production for our everyday lives? Which methods can be used to unveil economic 
forms of exploitation? How can research be linked to critical praxis? 

Especially in times of crisis, racist explanatory models are in bloom. In classic scapegoat manner, 
minorities suffer from stereotyping, become the perpetrators of the crisis and are discriminated 
through different forms of racism. But racist violence and suppression are not only common in crisis-
shaken countries. Also here, they are present, both in their institutionalised and in their individual 
form. How can we make racism visible? How can social struggles become institutionalised? How 
could research and the marginalised groups become solidly united?  

The United States of America and the EU dominate the world. Colonialism was followed by new 
forms of exploitation and suppression. Through debt policies and structural adjustment programmes, 
countries are forced into economic and cultural dependency and their resources are plundered. If in 
doubt, with the help of “military“ interventions. Thus, the colonial routine is still applied on a daily 
basis in large parts of the world. Which new forms of colonial dependency exist? Where can 
colonialism be made visible on an ideological level? What do forms of resistance by the suppressed 
subjects against the colonial hegemony look like?  

Deepwater Horizon und Fukushima are the two most prominent examples for the destruction and 
exploitation of nature. Hereby, it can be seen clearly how profits get privatised, but damage turned into 
an issue of the public. Nature and its preserved living space count nothing when the firm’s profits are 
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at stake. Pollution and global warming are part of our reality. But the exploitation of nature is not only 
inherent to the capitalist logic of profits, but also part of certain countries’, companies’ and 
institution’s political decisions. In what way is the present economic system the cause for various 
forms of environmental destruction? How are concepts such as green economy used by state and 
capital to reproduce the existing order? And how is the relationship between mankind, society and 
nature organised? 

Gender relations are another form of hegemony and exploitation. Women earn less for the same 
amount of work. They are refused to take leading positions. Gender norms and the binary gender 
construction restrain people’s choices in life- not only at the workplace. Gender specific behavioural 
norms and normalised cults of the body are deeply embedded in our culture. Sexism is still daily 
routine. How do current gender relations turn into dominating norms? Where do gender based forms 
of exploitation appear? How can research overcome common gender stereotypes and reveal the social 
construction of gender?  

 

Linke	  Hochschultage	  II	  

It is a progressive science’s duty to analyse the entanglement of exploitation and suppression and 
thereby, consider society as a whole. The Linke Hochschultage II try to establish connections within 
these forms of exploitation, examine the differences and pose the question: which prospects of action 
can be developed? Scholarship that screens social circumstances to the bone and also draws 
consequences thereof, is needed. Scholarship that dares to go all out.  

With the Linke Hochschultage II, we want to build on last year’s successful experiences. Last autumn, 
we adopted unused space at the University in order to think about the crisis in science and economy. 
The Linke Hochschultage I were carried out under the title «Crisis, Analysis, Resistance» where we 
tried to formulate fundamental social criticism from different points of view. Based on these analyses, 
we proceed to the attempt to analyse different forms of exploitation and power relations in oder to 
discover perspectives which confront social reality.  

 

All students, interested parties, researchers and other producers of knowledge are invited to discuss 
and act with us.  

 

Committee for Linke Hochschultage 


